No.  l.  Vol.  1 

PUBLISHED  BY  THE  GREATER  KEGHCNA  CLUB 

REGINA 

C  i  ono  ?  3 

OPPORTUNITIES  OF  THE  WEST 

BY  AN  OVERSEA  BRITON 


Opportunities  of  the  West 


Regina  the  Capital  of  Saskatchewan 


By  an  Overseas  Briton — T.  W .  S. 

REGINA,  the  Metropolis  of  the  West,  is  at- 
tracting the  attention  of  the  world.  News- 
papers in  Great  Britain,  Canada  and  the 
States  are  quoting  instances  and  statistics 
of  the  phenominal  growth  of  this  premier 

_    city  of  Saskatchewan. 

^£AT  RE^^  In  a  little  over  a  quarter  of  a  century 

Saskatchewan  has  emerged  triumphant  from 
the  struggles  of  pioneerdom  to  a  full-fledged  mighty  Province 
of  Canada  and  the  Empire,  meting  out  fair  and  just  laws  from 
its  own  Parliament  in  the  capital  city  of  Regina,  on  the  estab- 
lished foundation  of  British  tradition  and  government. 

The  foundation  of  its  present  wealth  and  ever-increasing  pros- 
perity is  derived  from  the  rich  resources  of  its  vast,  fertile 
prairies.  Saskatchewan  is  the  largest  Province  embraced  by  the 
country  lying  beyond  Port  Arthur  and  Fort  William  to  the 
Pacific  Coast,  a  distance  of  nearly  2,000  miles,  and  north  from  the 
United  States  boundary  a  distance  of  100  to  1000  miles.  New 
territory  is  being  added  year  by  year,  dwarfing  past  statistics 
and  measurements  in  its  millions  of  square  miles,  which  include 
many  varieties  of  soil,  climate  and  undeveloped  resources.  It  is 
practically  three  times  the  size  of  Great  Britain.  Its  extreme 
length  is  760  miles,  its  width  on  the  south  being  393  miles,  giving 
an  area  of  250,650  square  miles,  the  total  land  surface  being 
155,092,480  acres. 
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EARL  GREY'S  ESTIMATE. 


Served  with  an  ideal  climate,  healthy  and  invigorating,  it  is 
suited  to  the  production  of  the  "best  grain,  vegetables  and  live 
stock  in  the  world.  The  total  value  of  agricultural  produce  of 
Saskatchewan  for  the  year  1909  was  over  $160,000,000,  the  total 
of  oats  raised  equalling  that  of  Manitoba  and  Alberta  within 
1,000,000  bushels.  In  this  connection,  the  following  extract  taken 
from  a  speech  of  Earl  Grey,  Governor-General  of  Canada,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Saskatche- 
wan Parliament  Buildings,  at  Regina,  October  4,  1909,  is  of  espe- 
cial interest : 

"The  growth  in  the  output  of  your  cereals  has  been  phenom- 
enal. Nine  million  bushels  of  grain  of  all  sorts  was  the  total  of 
your  crop  ten  years  ago.  Five  years  ago,  the  year  before  you 
received  your  provincial  rights,  the  total  of  your  grain  crop 
reached  thirty-seven  millions.  This  fourfold  increase,  from  nine 
millions  in  1899  to  thirty-seven  millions  in  1904,  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  a  still  greater  increase  in  the  next  five  years,  rising 
from  thirty-seven  millions  in  1904  to  upwards  of  two  hundred 
millions  in  the  present  year  of  1909.  Of  this  two  hundred  millions, 
upwards  of  eighty  millions  have  been  wheat.  AVhen  you  consider 
that  the  largest  wheat  output  in  the  United  States  in  any  one 
year  has  been  eight  hundred  million  bushels,  and  that  your  Pro- 
vince has  in  the  early  days  of  her  youth  harvested  a  crop  equal 
to  one-tenth  of  the  total  wheat  crop  ever  harvested  in  one  year 
over  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  seven  million 
acres  you  have  this  year  under  cultivation  do  not  represent  one- 
tenth  of  equally  good  land  in  your  province  waiting  for  the 
plough,  you  can  form  some  estimate  of  the  rich  and  prosperous 
future  awaiting  your  province." 

MINERAL  WEALTH. 

Saskatchewan  is  not  usually  associated  with  mineral  wealth, 
but  recent  discoveries  in  the  northern  section  of  the  province 
point  to  valuable  resources  of  this  nature,  there  being  extensive 
deposits  of  hematite  iron  ore  on  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Atha- 
basca ;  and  on  Camping  Island,  in  Rein  Deer  Lake,  large  veins  of 
pyrites  have  been  found  in  beds  of  gneiss,  which  bear  traces  of 
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nickel  and  cobalt.  Extensive  deposits  of  pigments  have  been 
located  near  Luck  Lake,  about  seventy  miles  from  Regina,  and 
it  is  claimed  the  veins  are  much  wider  than  those  found  in  the 
British  mines.  The  value  of  the  pigments  may  be  judged  by  the 
fact  that  offers  of  $40  per  ton  have  been  made  to  the  owner. 
Reports  of  the  discovery  of  gold,  silver,  cobalt,  copper,  iron, 
mica  and  other  minerals  have  been  circulated,  these  reports 
coming  from  men  long  resident  in  the  province  who  have  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  conditions.  Dredging  operations  have 
been  carried  on  for  some  years  in  the  North  Saskatchewan  River, 
resulting  in  a  fair  return  of  gold. 

Very  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  development  of  the 
mineral  resources  of  Saskatchewan  owing  to  the  concentration  of 
enterprise  to  agriculture,  but  undoubtedly  the  geological  forma- 
tion which  is  part  of  the  mineral  belt  extending  from  New  On- 
tario to  the  Yukon  will  attract  in  the  near  future  both  pros- 
pectors and  capitalists. 

It  is  these  material  advantages  of  the  prairie  cities  that 
should  encourage  commercial  and  financial  enterprise  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  agricultural  and  mineral  development  of  Saskat- 
chewan, which  is  only  beginning,  and  what  wealth  the  newer 
districts  hold  in  store  is  a  rich  and  safe  field  for  speculation.  It 
is  unassailable  facts  like  these,  borne  out  by  Government  Blue 
Books  and  statistics,  that  should  insure  the  investment  of  capital 
in  building  up  such  commercial  and  distributing  centres  as 
Regina  in  this  great  West. 

THE  CAPITAL  CITY. 

It  will  be  readily  conceded  from  the  foregoing  that  Regina  is 
destined  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  development  of  the 
Dominion  and  the  Empire.  It  is  pre-eminently  situated  as  the 
distributing  centre  of  the  province,  the  extensive  railway  facili- 
ties possessed  by  Regina  being  the  foundation  of  her  natural 
progress  and  prosperity. 

Situated  on  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway, 
some  350  miles  west  of  Winnipeg,  it  controls  and  serves  within 
a  radius  of  a  hundred  miles  some  hundred  towns  and  villages. 
The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  following  its  policy  of  Western 
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development,  is  spending  $500,000  on  the  erection  of  a  new  sta- 
tion and  $100,000  on  a  subway  and  new  freight  sheds.  Following 
on  this,  some  four  hundred  miles  will  be  added  to  Regina's  rail- 
way connections,  bringing  immense  and  well-developed  territor- 
ies into  communication  with  the  city.  The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific 
and  Canadian  Northern  railways  are  also  carrying  out  extensive 
developments  which  will  materially  benefit  manufacturers  and 
branch  houses  already  located  in  the  city. 

With  these  many  advantages  it  may  readily  be  expected  that 
British  capitalists  will  take  the  present  opportunity  of  securing 
their  fair  share  of  the  ever-growing  trade  of  the  West.  To  en- 
courage this,  the  city  offers  many  inducements  and  facilities  to 
the  commercial  communities  of  Great  Britain. 

BUILDING  PROGRESS. 

Regina  is  the  seat  of  the  Provincial  Government,  which  will 
shortly  take  up  residence  in  the  new  Legislative  Buildings  now 
nearing  completion  at  a  cost  of  over  $2,000,000.  Among  the 
many  fine  institutions  of  the  city  may  be  included  the  City  Hall, 
of  the  best  design  in  the  West,  recently  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$180,000.  The  city  owns  electric  plant  to  supply  power  for 
domestic  and  industrial  purposes. 

The  present  projected  progress  is  the  best  indication  of  the 
city's  phenomenal  prosperity,  including  such  institutions  as  the 
new  Post  Office  costing  $200,000,  Land  Titles  Office  $100,000, 
Collegiate  Institute  $100,000,  Municipal  Hospital  $100,000,  Grey 
Nuns'  Hospital  $100,000,  new  public  school  $60,000,  Public 
Library  $75,000,  Methodist  College  $400,000,  Strathcona  School 
$75,000.  The  total  expenditure,  based  on  the  present  building 
permits  for  the  next  two  years,  will  be  considerably  over  $10,- 
000,000,  which  fact  is  worth  many  general  statements  and  should 
in  itself  prove  conclusively  to  the  British  manufacturer  and 
capitalist  the  unlimited  opportunities  for  the  safe  investment  of 
capital  in  this,  the  premier  Province  of  the  Golden  West. 

— Reprinted  from  The  Standard  of  Empire,  Great  Britain. 
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